


 
          Monthly Highlights 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATION MANAGER 

A message from Sail America’s Association Manager, Peter Durant. 
 

WAYPOINTS COVER STORY  
 Sail America talks to Joe Dockery. 
 
OCEAN FACT OF THE MONTH 
 Sailors for the Sea Ocean Facts! 
  
MEMBER NEWS 
 

Sail America announces New Member; Beneteau Group names new CFO; SAIL 
Magazine Launches New Mobile-Enabled Website; WindRider Appoints New Marketing 
Manager; BoatUS Magazine adds a new editor; Imtra signs distribution deal with 
Norwegian company. 
 
SAILING INDUSTRY EVENTS 

 
 

 
SEND US YOUR COMPANY NEWS! 

Sail America News is interested in your firm’s news, events, activities and job postings. 
Send press releases or inquiries for consideration to Peter 

Durant: pdurant@sailamerica.com 
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Dear Sail America Member, 
 
I would like to thank our many attendees, speakers, panelists, and sponsors for making the 5th Sail 
America Industry Conference sponsored by B&G, held in Newport, RI, June 22-24, 2015 an outstanding 
success! I hope you enjoyed yourself and came away with valuable information and strategies that you 
have been able to take back and discuss within your work place or have directly implemented yourself!  I 
enjoyed meeting each of you, sharing the many presentations, and visiting with you at the various 
functions throughout the conference.   
 
I do hope that on your return trip home you took the opportunity to think about how we might all work 
together to help grow sailing.  If you are not already, take a moment to find a local sailing camp or 
organization and make a connection with them.  I recommend that you or your marketing team like or 
follow Sail America on both Facebook and Twitter so that we can help spread and share everyone’s voice 
and help build our community.  Lastly, if you have not already please join the Sail America LinkedIn 
Group.  Sail America has created the group as a networking forum where we can share ideas and 
communicate with each other. 
 
Thanks’ to our sponsors B&G, New England Ropes/FSE Robline, Ronstan, JBoats, The Sailign 
Company, US Sailing, Vetus Maxwell, West Marine, Groupe Beneteau, NovaBraid, Imtra, Murray Yacht 
Sales, Sailing Magazine, North Sails and Gill as well as our partners Yacht Brokers Association of 
America (YBAA), Certified Professional Yacht Brokers (CPYB), and Sailors for the Sea for supporting 
this great conference. 
 
In an effort to continue to grow and evolve Sail America the Board travelled to Newport prior to the 
Sailing industry Conference to participate in a Work Planning Groupthink.  The Board has been working 
to shape the future of Sail America through the work planning process and the Groupthink provided 
valuable insight and direction for the organization. 
 
Recently Sail America began its 2015/2016 membership renewal drive. On behalf of Sail America, I want 
to thank you for your continued membership.  
 
We rely on the sustained membership of companies like yours and we appreciate your commitment to the 
sailing industry. If you have any questions about your membership or Sail America, please contact me at 
(401) 682-7350 or pdurant@sailamerica.com. 
 
Good Sailing, 

 
 
 
 

Peter Durant 
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Waypoints__________ 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
How often do industry members actually have a conversation with the users of their products and 
services? SAIL AMERICA thought it might be interesting to sit down and talk with a serial boat 
owner, Joe Dockery, a yachtsman interested in both sailing and cruising, a trustee of the New 
York Yacht Club, Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the International Yacht Restoration 
School, a man passionate about the sport…who also has a wonderful sense of humor. Here’s 
what he has to say. 
 



 

Your passion for sailing, which includes racing has almost become a second career for you, 
how did you get involved in the sport and how many boats have you owned? 

Wow. Whole or part ownership? Let’s see, an Erickson 29, a Pearson 40, a C&C custom 43, a 
Swan 47, an Alden 52, a Swan 59 and then an Alden72, a Farr 60 Carrera, the other Carrera, a  
Reichel Pugh 80 footer, and now I have Sonny and Whitehawk. 

I got involved with sailing because my parents had a little summer home up in Lake Mohawk in 
New Jersey and the water was there all the time. 

 When I was probably 12 I made a boat with some plywood, as soon as I put it in the water it 
sank, so I’ve learned from there. Never had a boat sink, shhh, let us not tempt fate. My favorite is 
Whitehawk she is just smashing and we have her sailing so well. 

With two iconic boats at your disposal, life is good; Whitehawk for pleasure cruising and Sonny, 
the race horse.Let’s start with Whitehawk, and the extensive refit. 

She’s 92ft on deck and 105ft with bowsprit, designed by Bruce King and built in Rockport, 
Maine by Lie Neilsen in 1978. When I bought Whitehawk, I completed the project that Edgar 
Cato had started which was taking 6 ft off the main mast, 9 ft off the mizzen, 2 ft off mizzen 
boom, I got rid of the wire rigging and replace it with rod rigging, I took out the cast iron sail 
tracks and replaced them with aluminum and got rid of the old cotton sails; we took 5000 lbs out 
of the rig. 

So many have played around with the configuration of that boat, but never seemed to get it 
quite right and she is such a beautiful boat on the water, what was the problem?  

 The boat was too tender; she didn’t have enough ballast for the amount of sail area. So I set out 
to reduce the sail area. I had two architects fight it out to see who was right and we agreed on 
most everything. Now we reef at 17 knots, before it reefed at 12 knots. I think we’ve done a good 



 

job, Whitehawk won class and fleet in the 2015 Antigua classic yacht regatta, she won once 
before and we have also won the Concours d’elegance. 

You have some unusual features on that boat; hopefully they all made the cut? 

 We still have the wood burning fireplace but now converted to propane, more user friendly and 
we won’t have to bring logs on board that carry termites. We also still have the southern yellow 
pine bathtub, all varnished up, nice and slick. It was originally outside in the stateroom but two 
owners prior to me, I think it was Brian O’Neill, enclosed it in the head which makes sense.  I 
have never seen onboard a full bathtub, never mind varnished and yes, we use it.  

What are you using for sails? 

It’s classified as an original kind of Spectra; it’s almost 7 years now so I’m not positive of the 
material. For speed we can do 10 knots to weather, we can reach along at 14. W also have an 
asymmetrical chute, that why we have this new thing on the deck, this box that I refer to as the 
coffin, the asymmetrical fits inside of that. 

How much time was involved in the Refit? 

I always do refits in pieces. If you do everything that someone says it needs, it may not need all 
of that work, so you do what you know is needed. Laid it up for the winter, did some more of 
what I knew it needed, the following winter the same. I didn’t just do everything that everyone 
told me I needed to do, I judged as we went along. 
 
It must have been an expensive refit? 
 
The only thing cheap around here is me. 
 
What yard do you use for the work? 
 
Part of it was done at Hinckley, part in Lyman Morris; a lot was done here at IYRS. This fall we 
will take the crew quarters apart on the dock at IYRS and rebuild them, making them friendlier. 



 

With a boat the size of Whitehawk, how many can you accommodate onboard? 

 How comfortable are we? Bunk wise, six and in one cabin the double has a single over it, so if 
we are all very friendly, seven. The captain’s cabin can handle two, up forward you can put in 
four and crew. 

Come on, besides Whitehawk, with all these boats owned there has to be another favorite?  

The Alden 72 that we also brought down to New Zealand was a fantastic boat, great, great 
cruising boat, and quick, it also won a bit of silver. 

You are actively racing in the New England circuit, but how did this all come about, you are 
pretty competitive. 
 
I’ve been racing since the 90’s. When I was a kid I use to race with my brother, I use to trim the 
jib on his Snipe on Lake Mohawk. Then I got away from it for a long time, did a lot of cruising 
with my family. When I got the Alden 52 I was starting to move up the ranks at the Stanford 
Yacht Club so I decided to do some of the overnight races, medium distance races, it doesn’t 
beat up the boat like going around the buoys beats up the boat, did a little of that, we started to 
become a little more successful had a little fun. The Swan 59 I raced a couple of times at NYYC, 
I think I took a 3rd once and then with the Alden 72, again I did medium distance out of Stanford, 
did fairly well. Then the Farr 60 kind of cleaned up the awards a little bit, I got the Northern 
Ocean Racing trophy which was the biggest thing I’ll ever get in my life, that Farr 60 has the 
record from Annapolis to Newport, still, we did it in 2002, then with the 80, we have the record 
for Ft Lauderdale to Key West. But now, we do the classic races in Newport and Maine, with 
Sonny, period. We use Whitehawk as the mother ship. Sonny will reach in the 10’s scooting 
along. We like to go to weather around 6.8 that our target boat speed. With my 80ft our record 
burst was 20 knots, we had about 36, 37 knots of wind off of the quarter, that thing just picked 
up over the water and flew. We passed a trimaran. We were going so fast we broke the rudder.  



 

 

Tell us a little about Sonny, how did you happen to acquire this classic beauty? 

She is a 52 ft S&S built in 1935 at the Jacob’s Yard next to the Nevis yard, in Long Island City. 
She was originally built for Bert Phelps whose son I knew at Stanford Yacht Club, all his boats 
were called Sonny, so it was nice to have that connection. She is an old S&S plank on frame 
sister ship to Dorade, Stormy Weather and Skylark, all of them still do well today. For its time, it 
was an incredible design and has held up even to today. I’ve had her for 5 years. As for racing, I 
just don’t like to leave the sight of land because I don’t want to beat her up, I have her in such 
great shape now and I don’t want to go backwards. We do the local stuff and then we’ll take the 
boat to Maine and do races like the Eggemoggin Reach Regatta, where we won class and fleet, 
we are doing very well. I almost never day sail, too much work for the crew. 

What are some of the obstacles with these refits, problems that come up? 

They have come up with a lot of the better solutions lately. If you have a wooden boat and you 
have a tank, you don’t inspect underneath that tank. If you are not fiber glassed underneath that 
tank you never know what’s going on, you can pop a hull board and the boat will go down in no 
time. If you have a lot of your boat area fiberglassed or you have the outside done over with 
fiberglass or you have a WEST system boat, it solves a lot of those problems. Wood rots when 
you have water sitting in your bulge. Whitehawk is a WEST system boat, so she’s a wood boat 
on the inside and a layer of WEST system epoxy on the inside and outside so it preserves it well. 
The trick is to be sure that there are no penetrations, because if water gets inside you can get a 
bubble and when you have a bubble you can have rot, so it’s all about loving your boat. 

What are some of the other challenges? 

Someone needs to come up with a way to protect propellers and keep the drive shaft from 
vibrating, that would be a wonderful thing.  On Whitehawk the propeller sticks down, so if you 



 

are going to catch anything that’s where it will happen, not what I would have done, I would 
have tried to protect it. 

Where do you feel are the improvements in the last few years? 

Some of the paints are wonderful, much better than 20 years ago. They have come up with a two 
part varnish that I don’t care for, it’s a little cloudy and if your varnish isn’t proper you don’t 
have a proper yacht. The difference between a yacht and a boat is varnish, to me. 

How many coats do you feel are necessary for a proper varnish? 

Always one more. On Sonny, when you start off you want to have seven , then we put two coats 
on in the spring and two coats in the fall. The floor boards on my boat all get sprayed not done 
by hand. Just keeping up with the varnish is one of the biggest problems with maintaining a 
classic wooden boat, you get 4 or 5 weeks of good sun and pretty soon your varnish is beginning 
to fog. 

With classic yachts one of the challenges seems to be where do you draw the line between 
keeping it authentic or making improvements? 
 
If someone did it right in 1935 I think we can do it the same way again, the trick is to find out 
what they did wrong in 1935 and see if we can do it better today. It is one of the things we teach 
at IYRS, how to manage boat problems. Not just learn how to bend wood, drive a nail or put a 
screw in the right way but to take your Beetle Cat apart, see where it is soft, why soft, how did it 
rot, now that you see these problems how will you solve it. Different manufacturers of Beetle 
Cats will have different problems. 

 
For example, how did you address the deck on Whitehawk and Sonny? 
 
Sonny has a teak deck, but teak over oak. Underneath in opposite direction is oak, underneath 
that is another layer. On Whitehawk we have marine plywood that gets screwed down and then 
we went to Teak Deck Systems in Sarasota and they made a teak deck for us, and we just 



 

dropped it in. They claim to have the largest teak inventory in the US. But then you also need to 
put something in between so the air gets in both sides, you have these little stringers, maybe 1x3 
fir strips, but you have to put the strips in so far, because you don’t want the board to get 
memory and start to settle. 

Sonny’s sister ship, Dorade, is doing the Transatlantic Race, what about you? 

Dorade is doing the transatlantic race and I asked Matt Brooks what his psychiatrist said. Matt 
wants to do all the races that were originally done on that boat and he is doing a great job, he has 
some of the best people on board, God bless him, he’s flying. No, I am not doing that race, as my 
wife said, nothing goes to weather like a 747. 

It seems that you are always off on some corner of the world, are these trips always water 
related? 

 I’m held back from doing a lot of these wonderful things by my wife, she enjoys boating but not 
as much as I do. When we had a 58ft Hutchins in New Zealand, we were there for six months 
and we lived aboard for maybe 4 months, she’s a good sport when it comes to that. As long as 
the waves don’t get pretty much bigger than the boat, she’s happy. 

I really have two favorite cruising grounds. In the last 28 years I’ve been to Maine 25 times, and 
the other two times I was over in places like southeast Alaska which is also pristine cruising 
grounds, but these are summer events. For winter events of course the Caribbean, but I have to 
tell you I was in Baja, California and I had more fun, saw more wildlife,  Cousteau called the Sea 
of Cortez or the Sea of Mexico as they call it over there, nature’s aquarium. We went through a 
dolphin stampede, Simon our captain, picks up this blob on the radar, he figured it was about 2 ½ 
miles long so we went over to take a look. The water as far as you can see was filled with 
dolphins, babies jumping out of the water, it was one of the high experiences in my life. Another 
time a few years ago, coming back from Maine, we were motoring along in light winds and we 
saw a right whale that kept coming out of the water, slapping the water with the fin, we thought 
it was wonderful. For about a half hour. Then we got sick of it.  You are suppose to keep a 
distance of 200 ft away, which was difficult. He kept wanting to come over to the boat, kept 



 

slapping the water with his fin, I’m told it is their way of communicating, but we couldn’t get rid 
of him.  

You are the current chairman of the NYYC cruising committee, how do you organize a group 
of die hard sailors? 

You have a wonderful committee of 20 people who are willing to chair these things, we give 
everyone a turn.  Where should we go, we need an expedition here… try to get everyone to 
agree.  We have this thing called leadership and when there is too much discussion, leadership 
has to take over. 

Many of these people have been to a lot of places, places I’ve never heard of. The annual cruise 
is done by fleet captain and that is the commodore’s wishes, we do the other cruises, the non 
local. We have three dinners in the area, we go from say Boston to Florida, or from Larchmont 
or Stanford, Annapolis, we bounce them around. We try to find out what members are kind of 
orphaned and do something in their area.  It could be 5 days up Hudson River on sailboats, 10 
days in the Bahamas in sailboats and then there are the expeditions. For the ones further away, 
we usually charter a small functional rather than luxurious ship. We were just down in Western 
Australia where there is no reason to go; I have a new definition for nothing. We were between 
Perth and Darwin and then you go west. Two hours on the bus and we saw nothing, roads over 
dry riverbeds, but nothing out there. Hop on a ship for 10 days, first and last day we saw lights 
on boats, in between we saw nothing. 32 people on board a 170 ft long ship in the middle of 
nowhere. 
 
For the first time in my life, I saw one of those old fables come true, you know how they say 
there are so many fish out there, they jump in the boat, well it happened. We saw aborigines, two 
groups, one more African the other more Asian and we learned that there are over 700 aboriginal 
languages spoken. 



 

 

You have been an active member of the New York Yacht Club since 1987, what has the 
experience been like for you? 

For me the NYYC is Harbourcourt in Newport. I went to prep school in Newport and I feel like 
this is my second home. I didn’t join the NYYC until they had the outpost in Newport. There are 
a whole number of people who left when they did Harbourcourt, they felt the club lost their focus 
on the America’s Cup, so there are both sides. I am a trustee and I am sometimes called into the 
city to the club, but I am a country person not a city person, that’s why I like Maine. 

One of the concerns for the SA membership is how to increase the interest in the sport of 
sailing, what are your thoughts? 

 It’s been a problem for the last 20 years. I think sailing has diminished as people have gone to 
power boats because it is more utilitarian. You can go somewhere in afternoon, spend the night, 
and come back the next morning. You can’t do that too well in a sailboat, number one, you can’t 
go to weather, no matter where you are going it seems like the wind in always on your nose. 
Most sailors will tell you if they are doing a delivery, they are motoring 80 percent of the time. 
We don’t decide where we are going until I check the weather and the wind direction.  
 
You can have sailing clubs like Sail Newport, or boat clubs, you can become a member for a 
couple of bucks, but you still have to know how to sail and you have to have a “wanna”, a desire 
to be involved in the sport. If you didn’t grow up with the sport it doesn’t happen overnight 
unless your mate knows about it and is willing to get you involved.  I hear the same complaints 
in Florida where I winter about golfing, that the sport is waning, they say because of too many 
golf courses. 



 

 

What do you need for crew on Whitehawk and how difficult is it to find qualified crew and 
workers? 

 I need three; someone at the wheel, someone at the bow and one at the stern, the rest of the stuff 
one person can slowly do most of the work, slowly. There are power winches, all that stuff; we 
have a total of four managing the boat. There are a lot of good workers in this area; you just need 
to get the right referrals. As for crew, when you have a boat that does well, people want to come 
with you, when you are barking and yelling at  people all the time and you are serving three day 
old pizza, it’s tough to get crew. People who work on sailboats want to go different places. 
Where else can you travel the world and get paid for it?  I’ve lost crew because they don’t want 
to go to Maine anymore, the younger they are, the more they want to see, the less commitment. 
For a sailboat you need to have a love and knowledge for sailing, if you want to go to a motor 
yacht you can but a motor yacht crew member can’t come on a sail boat, it’s a whole different 
world. You need a lot more skills. 

With all the new gadgets onboard, what has made life easier? 

 You know life would be more difficult without auto pilot. It gives you an opportunity to relax 
and do a couple of other things besides watching where you are going. When the boat was 
coming up from Antigua, out of 100 hours, maybe 8  hours were not motoring. 

What do you think of the America’s Cup? 

 I think it is misnamed. I like the idea of affordable boats and more yacht clubs putting a team 
together, even if you do it with a one design, like what the NYYC is doing today with the 
International Cup. For the past six years the club sponsors the race in September, sailors come 
from other clubs and all go race on the NY42.  

I think in the AC they will go back to a larger boat, maybe a 52 or a 55ft, but it will not be a 72ft. 
I was shocked it is going to be in Bermuda, it will blow, but I think it was strictly for TV 



 

coverage. Jerry Kirby told me these 72’s were going so fast someone was going to get hurt. And 
it happened. 

Does the NYYC miss not being involved in the America’s Cup?  

It’s not practical, not affordable, if it was what it used to be, absolutely. I don’t miss this new 
thing, you know what, I enjoyed watching it on TV, I could see if better. You don’t miss 
anything, the graphics are terrific. 

In your opinion, who do you feel is the best sailor around today? 

What day, what boat, what conditions? On the 4th floor in the IYRS building we have Kenny 
Read and he’s up there with the best, and I’ve sailed with him quite a few years. 

Volvo has invested so much in the Volvo Ocean Race in an attempt to keep the race afloat, the 
Newport stopover had to impress the sponsors. 

The Volvo was great for Newport and Newport was great for the Volvo. There were a ton of 
boats that came out in the middle of the night to see the finish, like they do in the European ports. 
We are finally starting to catch on. 

Lastly if you could have dialogue with industry members what would you say? 

I would like to see more quality in products. The electronics people have made a lot of plug and 
play things, put two connectors in place, all done, brilliant. We need more things like that. When 
someone comes to check your engine, he comes with a laptop and he plugs in and sensors 
throughout the engine tells him what’s going on. But the shaft vibration is one of my biggest 
frustration, because it’s out of balance, the bearing isn’t set perfectly. There are lasers you can 
use to make it more correct, some yards don’t have them, they claim they are good enough so 
they don’t need lasers. But you know it takes time to get better, whereas if you have the laser, 
you have it right the first time.  
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MEMBER NEWS__________ 
 
We want to hear from you! Send us your press releases and we’ll share them with Sail 
America’s membership. It’s a quick and easy way to reach out to others within the sailing 
industry. Send press releases and your company news to pdurant@sailamerica.com 
 

 
 

Sail America announces New Member  
 
Sail America is pleased to announce the following new member.  We are excited to have 
you aboard and look forward to working together to continue to promote the health 
and growth of sailing. 
 
The Yacht Sales Company theyachtsalescompany.com 
 
 

Beneteau Group names new CFO 
 
The Beneteau Group said Christopher Caudrelier will take over as chief financial officer for the 
group, effective Thursday, freeing current CFO Patrick Guilloux to assume the role of chief 
operating officer for U.S. operations. 
 
Guilloux, who will be based in Annapolis, Md., will be responsible for North American 
territories, South America and corporate functions that include finance, human resources, legal, 
information technology, purchasing and general services. 
He will become a board member of the Beneteau Group and will contribute to Rec Boats 
Holdings’ integration into the group and see to “accelerated implementation of synergies in all 
business lines,” Beneteau Group said in a statement. 
 
Beneteau Group bought Rec Boat Holdings from Platinum Equity last June, saying the brands 
would help the group to further penetrate the North American powerboat market. 
Caudrelier, 46, began his career at Arthur Andersen. Three years later, he joined the Valeo 
Group, where he was controller and CFO before joining DCNS as CFO. He graduated from the 
School of Commerce de Paris. 
 

mailto:pdurant@sailamerica.com
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SAIL Magazine Launches New Mobile-Enabled Website 
A completely new design and an improved navigation setup are key features of SAIL Magazine’s 
new website, launched this week. Bob Bauer, Publisher of SAIL, says the new site incorporates a 
completely new design and navigation setup and uses the latest technology to be fully responsive 
on any platform, creating a better user experience. 
 
“We are very excited about the launch of SAIL Magazine’s new website,” says Bauer. “With 
over 80,000 pages of content and more than 200 videos, the SAIL website now delivers a world 
class multiplatform user experience that has allowed us to make better use of images and video 
that convey the beauty and drama of sailing.” 
 
“With over 50% of web traffic happening on mobile devices, having a purpose-built mobile site 
is critical,” says Bauer. “This new site will also increase opportunities for our marketing partners 
to engage with our audience, including custom-made video programs, native content and brand 
channels.” 
 
Peter Nielsen, SAIL’s Editor in Chief, commented, “These efforts will only continue to increase 
our digital audience, whose visits have grown by 32% in the last twelve months.” 
 
Mobile browsing is growing exponentially, and the new SAIL site allows users to experience 
content that adjusts to a display format specific to the device the reader is using. Ad units are 
also displayed in a more strategic format that is appropriate to each device. 
 
This website launch represents the latest in a string of product investments from SAIL, which 
include an increased trim size, daily e-newsletters, the ICW Snowbird Rally and Seminars, and 
the International Cruising Boat Expo. Visit the new SAIL site at www.sailmagazine.com. 
 
About SAIL: SAIL is the largest and most respected sailing magazine in the U.S. The SAIL brand 
reaches multiple audiences in Print, Digital and Social Media and has a growing portfolio of 
events. Through SAIL’s content and expert advice, our print audience of 100,000 paid 
subscribers discover the latest in new boats, sailing gear and great destinations. SAIL is part of 
the AIM Marine Group, a division of Active Interest Media. 
 

http://www.sailmagazine.com/


 
About Active Interest Media: Active Interest Media (aimmedia.com), one of the world's largest 
enthusiast media companies, is comprised of the company's five publishing groups—the Equine 
Network, the Home Buyer Group, the Healthy Living Group, the Marine Group, and the Outdoor 
Group—as well as consumer shows, books and Internet sites, reaching nearly 40 million 
consumer enthusiasts in 85 countries world-wide. Active Interest Media’s customers are smart, 
engaged, and loyal, and they look to our brands for trustworthy information and services that will 
inspire and enable them to enjoy their passions. 
 
 

WindRider Appoints New Marketing Manager 

MINNEAPOLIS – Following their recent brand repositioning to focus on becoming an all-
encompassing resource for the sailing community, WindRider is proud to welcome Amanda 

Swaggert to the team as Marketing Manager. Her primary role will be to 
improve product merchandising and sourcing, and ultimately increase online 
store sales by catering to the sailing community’s needs.  

Amanda joins WindRider with 10 years of experience in Marketing and Sales, 
including Campbell Mithun, CBS Outdoor and third party online retail at 
FixFind. Additionally she has over 25 years of sailing experience including the 

Varsity team at Boston College and she continues to sail scows and J-24’s competitively more 
than three times a week. 

As the Marketing Manager, she will help continue WindRider’s shift in focus from merely a 
manufacturer and seller of trimarans and parts to one that supports members of the sailing 
community in every stage of their lives as sailors, both on and off the water. 

About WindRider 

WindRider encourages people to Go Sail by providing products and online resources that 
simplify the sailing experience for sailors in all stages of life. From their accessible, fun sailboats 
and accessories to their community of sailors interacting in their blog, forum and individual 
marketplace, WindRider has everything you need to get out on the water and Go Sail. 



 
 

BoatUS Magazine adds a new editor 

 
Mark Corke is the new associate editor at BoatUS Magazine. Mark Corke, a boating writer 
known for his technical acumen, has been appointed associate editor of BoatUS Magazine. 

Corke was most recently a freelance writer and photographer for boating magazines that include 
Soundings, Sail, Cruising World, Southern Boating, Spinsheet and Lakeland Boating. 
He is also an active SAMS-accredited marine surveyor in New England. 

“Mark’s coming aboard helps us increase our focus on practical, hands-on DIY content that our 
active boat-owning readers tell us they want,” BoatUS Magazine editorial director Bernadette 
Bernon said in a statement. “His terrific technical writing, blogging and video skills combine 
with an authoritative voice that connects with our readers. Mark is the real deal.” 
Prior to joining BoatUS, Corke was senior editor of Sail magazine, where he also conceptualized 
and put into production Boatworks, a new publication targeting the practical hands-on boat 

owner. 

Sail, Soundings and Trade Only are owned by Active Interest Media. 

Corke also has built five powerboats and sailboats and has cruised extensively 
in them. He is also the former projects editor at Sailing Today Magazine and 

has worked on home-building magazines and television shows for the BBC. 

A Guinness World Record holder for the fastest “there and back” crossing of the English 
Channel in a kayak, Corke also holds a Royal Yachting Association Yachtmaster Ocean 
certificate. 

He’s an experienced ocean-racing skipper and navigator and has been selected as a frequent 
NMMA Innovation Award judge. 

He and his wife, Rita, own a 32-foot Grand Banks trawler, which Mark is rebuilding and 
chronicling in a DIY series online. 

More information: tradeonlytoday.com 

 
 
 

http://static-tradeonlytoday-wp.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/boatus0625.pdf
http://static-tradeonlytoday-wp.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/boatus0625.pdf
http://static-tradeonlytoday-wp.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/mark_corke.jpg


 
 
 
Imtra signs distribution deal with Norwegian company 

 
Marine product manufacturer and importer Imtra said it is partnering with Norway-based Lilaas 
to bring contemporary and intuitive controls to the U.S. market. 
 
With this exclusive distribution agreement, Lilaas products will enhance Imtra’s line of OEM 
products. Imtra said Lilaas’ award-winning products have been the staple of ship operations for 
years. The company makes control levers and joysticks for marine and offshore use. 

Lilaas recently introduced its newest type-approved compact controllers, the L01 and the L04. 
Popular in European markets, they are now available exclusively from Imtra in North America. 

The L01 is designed for azimuth, single/double thruster and propulsion control and the L04 is a 
multi-axis joystick controller designed for a wide variety of onboard and shore-based 
applications. 

The L01 is offered in multiple configurations and can be purchased with an electric shaft system 
or as a mechanical version. The unit’s TFT LCD display panel graphically shows lever position 
and provides feedback information from ships’ systems. 

Imtra’s technicians have been trained in the Lilaas factory and can configure the L01 as part of 
the installation and setup process, using Lilaas’ proprietary software. Controllers can also be 
purchased with optional engraved indicators and an LED-illuminated scale. 

“We are very pleased that our new partnership with Lilaas times perfectly with the introduction 
of its next generation of products,” Imtra vice president of commercial sales Alex Larsen said in 
a statement. “Lilaas is a leader in precision marine, medical and aviation control technology, all 
manufactured at its state-of-the-art facility. The L01 and L04 controls fit seamlessly with the 
quality products that are our specialty. They perfectly round out the high-performance equipment 
portfolio that we offer our system integrators and installation partners, as well as end users.” 
 
More information: tradeonlytoday.com 

 

http://static-tradeonlytoday-wp.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/imtra0612.pdf
http://static-tradeonlytoday-wp.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/imtra0612.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sail America Member Referral Plan 
 

As a valued member of Sail America, you can play an active role in helping your industry 
trade association grow its membership by referring other companies in your network who 
would benefit from Sail America membership. By referring new member companies, 
marine reps, sailing schools, riggers, and manufacturers, you’re contributing to the vitality 
of the industry, and the continued success of Sail America. With every new member we 
become a stronger representation of the industry and our collective voices get louder. 
 
If a new member joins Sail America because of your referral, we would like to offer you the 
following benefits to say thank you: 
 
1)  Acknowledgment at the Industry Meeting at Strictly Sail Pacific in Oakland, CA, April  
      2016.               
2)  Four complimentary tickets to Strictly Sail Pacific in Oakland, CA, April 2016. 
3)  Recognition on Sail America’s website. 
 
Please contact Stephanie Grove, Sail America’s Membership Coordinator, for more details. 
She can be reached directly at 401-289-2540 or sgrove@sailamerica.com. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

http://www.sailamerica.com/
mailto:sgrove@sailamerica.com
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	Your passion for sailing, which includes racing has almost become a second career for you, how did you get involved in the sport and how many boats have you owned?
	Wow. Whole or part ownership? Let’s see, an Erickson 29, a Pearson 40, a C&C custom 43, a Swan 47, an Alden 52, a Swan 59 and then an Alden72, a Farr 60 Carrera, the other Carrera, a  Reichel Pugh 80 footer, and now I have Sonny and Whitehawk.
	I got involved with sailing because my parents had a little summer home up in Lake Mohawk in New Jersey and the water was there all the time.
	When I was probably 12 I made a boat with some plywood, as soon as I put it in the water it sank, so I’ve learned from there. Never had a boat sink, shhh, let us not tempt fate. My favorite is Whitehawk she is just smashing and we have her sailing so...
	With two iconic boats at your disposal, life is good; Whitehawk for pleasure cruising and Sonny, the race horse.Let’s start with Whitehawk, and the extensive refit.
	She’s 92ft on deck and 105ft with bowsprit, designed by Bruce King and built in Rockport, Maine by Lie Neilsen in 1978. When I bought Whitehawk, I completed the project that Edgar Cato had started which was taking 6 ft off the main mast, 9 ft off the ...
	So many have played around with the configuration of that boat, but never seemed to get it quite right and she is such a beautiful boat on the water, what was the problem?
	The boat was too tender; she didn’t have enough ballast for the amount of sail area. So I set out to reduce the sail area. I had two architects fight it out to see who was right and we agreed on most everything. Now we reef at 17 knots, before it ree...
	You have some unusual features on that boat; hopefully they all made the cut?
	We still have the wood burning fireplace but now converted to propane, more user friendly and we won’t have to bring logs on board that carry termites. We also still have the southern yellow pine bathtub, all varnished up, nice and slick. It was orig...
	What are you using for sails?
	It’s classified as an original kind of Spectra; it’s almost 7 years now so I’m not positive of the material. For speed we can do 10 knots to weather, we can reach along at 14. W also have an asymmetrical chute, that why we have this new thing on the d...
	How much time was involved in the Refit?
	I always do refits in pieces. If you do everything that someone says it needs, it may not need all of that work, so you do what you know is needed. Laid it up for the winter, did some more of what I knew it needed, the following winter the same. I did...
	With a boat the size of Whitehawk, how many can you accommodate onboard?
	How comfortable are we? Bunk wise, six and in one cabin the double has a single over it, so if we are all very friendly, seven. The captain’s cabin can handle two, up forward you can put in four and crew.
	Come on, besides Whitehawk, with all these boats owned there has to be another favorite?
	The Alden 72 that we also brought down to New Zealand was a fantastic boat, great, great cruising boat, and quick, it also won a bit of silver.
	You are actively racing in the New England circuit, but how did this all come about, you are pretty competitive.
	Tell us a little about Sonny, how did you happen to acquire this classic beauty?
	She is a 52 ft S&S built in 1935 at the Jacob’s Yard next to the Nevis yard, in Long Island City. She was originally built for Bert Phelps whose son I knew at Stanford Yacht Club, all his boats were called Sonny, so it was nice to have that connection...
	What are some of the obstacles with these refits, problems that come up?
	They have come up with a lot of the better solutions lately. If you have a wooden boat and you have a tank, you don’t inspect underneath that tank. If you are not fiber glassed underneath that tank you never know what’s going on, you can pop a hull bo...
	What are some of the other challenges?
	Someone needs to come up with a way to protect propellers and keep the drive shaft from vibrating, that would be a wonderful thing.  On Whitehawk the propeller sticks down, so if you are going to catch anything that’s where it will happen, not what I ...
	Where do you feel are the improvements in the last few years?
	Some of the paints are wonderful, much better than 20 years ago. They have come up with a two part varnish that I don’t care for, it’s a little cloudy and if your varnish isn’t proper you don’t have a proper yacht. The difference between a yacht and a...
	How many coats do you feel are necessary for a proper varnish?
	Always one more. On Sonny, when you start off you want to have seven , then we put two coats on in the spring and two coats in the fall. The floor boards on my boat all get sprayed not done by hand. Just keeping up with the varnish is one of the bigge...
	With classic yachts one of the challenges seems to be where do you draw the line between keeping it authentic or making improvements?
	Sonny’s sister ship, Dorade, is doing the Transatlantic Race, what about you?
	Dorade is doing the transatlantic race and I asked Matt Brooks what his psychiatrist said. Matt wants to do all the races that were originally done on that boat and he is doing a great job, he has some of the best people on board, God bless him, he’s ...
	It seems that you are always off on some corner of the world, are these trips always water related?
	I’m held back from doing a lot of these wonderful things by my wife, she enjoys boating but not as much as I do. When we had a 58ft Hutchins in New Zealand, we were there for six months and we lived aboard for maybe 4 months, she’s a good sport when ...
	I really have two favorite cruising grounds. In the last 28 years I’ve been to Maine 25 times, and the other two times I was over in places like southeast Alaska which is also pristine cruising grounds, but these are summer events. For winter events o...
	You are the current chairman of the NYYC cruising committee, how do you organize a group of die hard sailors?
	You have a wonderful committee of 20 people who are willing to chair these things, we give everyone a turn.  Where should we go, we need an expedition here… try to get everyone to agree.  We have this thing called leadership and when there is too much...
	Many of these people have been to a lot of places, places I’ve never heard of. The annual cruise is done by fleet captain and that is the commodore’s wishes, we do the other cruises, the non local. We have three dinners in the area, we go from say Bos...
	You have been an active member of the New York Yacht Club since 1987, what has the experience been like for you?
	For me the NYYC is Harbourcourt in Newport. I went to prep school in Newport and I feel like this is my second home. I didn’t join the NYYC until they had the outpost in Newport. There are a whole number of people who left when they did Harbourcourt, ...
	One of the concerns for the SA membership is how to increase the interest in the sport of sailing, what are your thoughts?
	It’s been a problem for the last 20 years. I think sailing has diminished as people have gone to power boats because it is more utilitarian. You can go somewhere in afternoon, spend the night, and come back the next morning. You can’t do that too wel...
	What do you need for crew on Whitehawk and how difficult is it to find qualified crew and workers?
	I need three; someone at the wheel, someone at the bow and one at the stern, the rest of the stuff one person can slowly do most of the work, slowly. There are power winches, all that stuff; we have a total of four managing the boat. There are a lot ...
	With all the new gadgets onboard, what has made life easier?
	You know life would be more difficult without auto pilot. It gives you an opportunity to relax and do a couple of other things besides watching where you are going. When the boat was coming up from Antigua, out of 100 hours, maybe 8  hours were not m...
	What do you think of the America’s Cup?
	I think it is misnamed. I like the idea of affordable boats and more yacht clubs putting a team together, even if you do it with a one design, like what the NYYC is doing today with the International Cup. For the past six years the club sponsors the ...
	I think in the AC they will go back to a larger boat, maybe a 52 or a 55ft, but it will not be a 72ft. I was shocked it is going to be in Bermuda, it will blow, but I think it was strictly for TV coverage. Jerry Kirby told me these 72’s were going so ...
	Does the NYYC miss not being involved in the America’s Cup?
	It’s not practical, not affordable, if it was what it used to be, absolutely. I don’t miss this new thing, you know what, I enjoyed watching it on TV, I could see if better. You don’t miss anything, the graphics are terrific.
	In your opinion, who do you feel is the best sailor around today?
	What day, what boat, what conditions? On the 4th floor in the IYRS building we have Kenny Read and he’s up there with the best, and I’ve sailed with him quite a few years.
	Volvo has invested so much in the Volvo Ocean Race in an attempt to keep the race afloat, the Newport stopover had to impress the sponsors.
	The Volvo was great for Newport and Newport was great for the Volvo. There were a ton of boats that came out in the middle of the night to see the finish, like they do in the European ports. We are finally starting to catch on.
	Lastly if you could have dialogue with industry members what would you say?
	I would like to see more quality in products. The electronics people have made a lot of plug and play things, put two connectors in place, all done, brilliant. We need more things like that. When someone comes to check your engine, he comes with a lap...
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